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Of all the people  Youknow that were born in the United States, how many of them can
actually say they are bilingual? Beford yop)answer keep in mind that I'm not talking about being
able to recite a couple words or phrases that they remember from high school or college, I mean
who can fluently speak another !anguag;{::n English. Chances are the number of people X?_gi!ﬁ‘
thinking of isn't that high. \_[gi)might not know any U.S. born citizens that can claim to be

bilingual and that's just how things are turning out these days. Although the percent of bilinguals

in the United States is increasing every year, these statistics include foreigners who are coming

into the US and have to learn English to thrive. What I want to figure out is, for students born

and raised in the United States, is learning a foreign language necessary and should it be required
to graduate in high schools and colleges throughout the country?

For as long as I can remember, schools have required students to learn some type of

language other than English to obtain their credits and graduate, but when did this requirement
first come into place and why? Up until the 17th century, Latin had been the primary language
for religion, education, and Just about everything else. This soon changed as English, Italian, and

‘rench languages were looking to replace Latin. Men Jike John Amos Comenius tried to reverse
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this new shift. He made a complete course for the schools’ curriculums that involved the learning

of Latin through out the school year. Schools began to implement this way of teaching Latin and
even began to implement other languages. This language teaching really began to pick up during
the 19th century and has skyrocketed in the 20th, Today, language education is taught all over the
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subject like Math or Science. For those of us whose primary language is English, has learning a

foreign language benefited us? :
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communicate better, bmdsoyouﬂfnme‘ymelf and connect more with the residents. You'll !
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another country is like. A culture can bemmdmemwelcom itimc/oyourlifcmd
leaning a foreign language can be a big step.
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Students can also benefit from learning a forcign language. Studies have shown that

students who study a foreign language in grade school score higher on standardized test scores
than those who didn't. "The results of the Louisiana Report on foreign language and basic skills
show that regardiess of their race, sex, or academic level, students in foreign language classcs
outperformed those who were not taking forcign languages (Morris)™. Listening and
memorization skills have also shown to be enhanced when leaming a forcign languagy: Picture
thi wicﬂﬂwymsnﬂymgawmwywmmmmwﬂr
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return on investment, is it really worth spending your time on?
Learning a foreign language definitely isn't worthiess. Studies have shown that being
bilingual has delayed certain discases from affecting the brain such as Alzheimer's and dementia.
“In a study of 24 million dementia patients worldwide, many of whom also had Alzhcimer’s,
Alzheimer's four years afier their monolingual counterparts.” Having studied a foreign language
alaopmsj;oﬁ}h:ﬁmtofdxlim for a job opportunity when searching. When businesses plan on
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graduates to see how learning a foreign language affected their wages. The result was not at all
what he expected. "Yeah, unfortunately, and I have to say, of course, because I try to speak three,
I was pretty disappointed, and actually we found a very, very small return. In other words, if {9)
speak a second language, you can expect to earn, on average, and that’s across many, many
different people, on averagp\ yo‘urban be expected to earn about 2 percent higher wages." For
example if you earn $30,000 a year, then you can expect to earn a $600 increase in wages. So if

( you'fryoking for a lot financial return, a foreign language may not be the best route.
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Final Writing Peer Review

Oirections: Read through your partner's paper and respond to the questions
your responses are detailed and specific - vague feedback

below. Be sure that
does not help your partner at alll

L. Farmat:

Q. s the paper double spaced? Yes

b. s there a title? Is it engaging?® '

C. Is there a header on each page? e,

d. Is there a works cited page/outiine after the essay? \.f ¢

2. Identify the claim and write it here. Is the claim clear? How could the claim

be made clearer?
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3. identify the organizational structure used. Is the claim adequately supported

throughout? 5 '
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4. Look for grammatical and spelling errors. Remember, second person
pronouns generally should not be used in a formal paper. Mark as necessary.
What are the two mast common errors you found? | have received many final
drafts with maijor issues. Take the time to go sentence-by-sentence. Read them

out loud if y:u must. How could they be improved?
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5. Does the paper achieve its purpose?
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6. What was the best part of your partner's paper? What could/should be
improved before submitting a final draft?
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7. Read through the paper a second time and re-answer the questions above.




