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Crossing the Finish Line

L approach the starting line. My heart is ready to jump out of my chest and I'm sweating
in all the wrong places. Yet, I won't be deterred. In my head I'm sizing up my competition,
ranking them based on their looks. The official calls us to our positions. It's time. I place my feet
in the blocks and say a quick prayer. “You got this," I chant to myself over a.nd over. Two long
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blasts of the whistle and the desire to win overcomes my body. I raise my h1ps in the air and the

gun goes off. The rest is a blur,

When I'm on that track, I feel like I actually belong somewhere. I'm in my element. When l'm; A

away, | can hear the track calling me like a mother calls her child to come home. That's exactly ) oA )
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what the track is to me, my home. WL
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Five years ago, I never would've thought that I'd fall in love with the sport of n'ack(:My " ‘( b
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elementary school used to have a cross country team that ran around the school in these appalling

short shorts. I would think to myself, “Who would embarrass themselves by running around in
those?" Now those shorts are the same ones that give me the freedom to move effortlessly around

the track. [ wouldn't trade those shorts for any other piece of clothing in the world.
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Yourself even further and set the har higher than you'd even think possible. I attribute my

Whhmmnmkwmduﬁmmhwummbefmmyntf.
Under no circumstances am ! claiming to be the fastest in the state of Missourilet alone
my school. I've been beat befure and I'l be beaten again. The ability to pick myself up and dust
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success. Failure is a big part of any successful person's life, Without failure would success even >”,m~:’« 3
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what once was an obstacle.

(Insert Closing paragraph)
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College Application Essay Peer Review

Before you exchange papers, write a paragraph about specific questions or
concerns you have about your writing piece that you would like your reviewer fo

focus on. Write your paragraph here:
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Directions: Read through your partner's paper and respond to the questions
below. Be sure that your responses are detailed and specific - vague feedback

does not help your partner at alll
1. Do you understand the focus of this essay after reading the first paragraph?®

What 5112 \ro apw much deade wuansto You

2. Is the essay focused on ONE experience/theme/topic, or is the writer
“skimming" the surface on too many topics¢ Note any noticeable detours or

fangenfs in the essay that need to be eliminated.
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i and vivid
3. & the writer “showing" his/her experience through sensory 'majg:ce Wit o
detqils? Write the most vivid line. Then note any parts of the exp
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; Does the writer separate the essay into paragraphs at appropriate fimes?
ould you suggest merging or separating the text differently?
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& 'A.re there vague, cliché, or generalized phrases that leave you wishing the

wer would be more specific? (example: “Through hard work and discipline, |

discovered | could accompilish anything.”) . T IR L
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é. What does the last few lines of this essay leave you thinking/feeling? In other

words, what kind of impression does the end of this essay leave?
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